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• Some providers of proficiency testing in the medical area use the term “External 

Quality Assessment (EQA)”

• ually “quantitative” and “qualitative” are not 
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There is not a “failure” in homogeneity identified via either ho
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Cochran’s test (ISO 5725
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expected storage conditions at participants’ premises. 
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proficiency testing provider’s premises with proficiency test items subjected to shipping 
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tistical design “shall be developed 

umber of results”. 

or a proficiency testing scheme to compare a participant’s result 

For a proficiency testing scheme to compare a participant’s result with 

For a proficiency testing scheme to compare a participant’s result wit

ing scheme to compare a participant’s result with 

the assigned value, using the participant’s own measurement uncertainty, the design 



a scale such as ‘large, medium, small’ can be ordered but the differences 
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• bias in the results of the “experts” when using 
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called “nominal”), where the property value has no m

•

with only two values (also called ‘dichotomous’, or binary);

•

‘high, medium and low’ form an ordinal scale.
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y choose to circulate proficiency test items ‘blind’ to different 
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cases “indeterminate” is an allowed response.   A proficiency testing scheme might 

asked to state which are from “same source”, “different source”, or “indeterminate” 





measurand in “indeterminate” or “equivocal” levels.
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provider assigns a score of ‘0’ for an exactly correct identification of a microbiological 

species, ‘1’ point for a result that is incorrect but would not cha
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deemed ‘acceptable’ performance, if that is consistent with the objectives of the 
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“action signals” would occur for any result that is more than one ordinal unit away from 

“4” and for product B, action signals occur for the 8 results (16 %) of “1”.



applicable to the organisation’s field of accreditation / compliance.
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